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Federal Communications Commissiu.. L —

Washington, D.C. 20554
October 29, 1998

In Reply Refer to

2000F/MJD
RECEIVED
Mr. Michael C. McCarty

5926 Flannigan Court OCT 3 0 1998

Galloway, Ohio 43119-9333
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
Dear Mr. McCarty:

Thank you for your recent letter to Chairman Kennard urging the Commission to issue
a Notice of Proposed Rule Making to amend the Amateur Radio Service rules by restructuring
them, particularly with respect to changing the number of classes of operator licenses and the
code speed requirement. Your letter has been referred to me because the Amateur Radio
Service is regulated by the Public Safety and Private Wireless Division of the Federal
Communications Commission.

Recently the Commission adopted the Notice of Proposed Rule Making (Notice) in WT
Docket No. 98-143, 1998 Biennial Regulatory Review -- Amendment of Part 97 of the
Commission’s Amateur Service Rules. The Notice which was released on August 10, 1998,
sought comments on a number of different issues, including whether there should be any
changes to the Morse code examination elements presently required to qualify for the different
classes of amateur operator licenses and whether there should be a reduction in the number of
classes of operator licenses. Comments on these issues and other issues raised in the Notice
will be accepted until December 1, 1998, and reply comments will be accepted until January
15, 1999. For your convenience and information, copies of the Nofice and an Errata thereto
are enclosed. They can also be downloaded from the amateur service web page located at
<http://www fcc.gov/wtb/amateur/>. In addition, your letter to Chairman Kennard will also be
included in the record of the aforementioned docket proceeding.

While I cannot prejudge the outcome of this proceeding, I can assure you that the
Commission will fully consider the views expressed by all interested parties before reaching a
final decision in this proceeding.

I trust that this is responsive 10 your inquiry.

No. of Copies rec’'d Q + i

Sincerely, List ABCDE

e ey

D’wana R. Terry ,
Chief, Public Safety and Private Wireless Division
Wireless Telecommunications Bureau
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